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The PREFACE. 


Tus ollowing Sermon was delivered by the Editor in the ordinary courſe of Parochial 
duty without the moſt diſtant view to publication. The ground-work and ſome entire Paſſages 
of it are borrowed but borrowed from a production of nearly 5 years ſlanding, and from 
a ſource om to the Generality, i not the whole of has Readers —at leaſt, to anſwer every 
purpoſe of a Publication on the part of thoſe for whom it is chiefly intended, the Members of 
has own Flock, he may venture to pronounce it exactly the ſame as an Original ;—And had 

not been well ſatisfied on this head, no conſiderations ſhould have prevailed on him to commit 


2t to the Preſs. 


In making this confeſſion, neceſſary to avoid the charge of Plagiariſm, the Editor is ſenſi- 
ble that in the 3 Meran impartial Perſons Je M. — little or ind oo 
merit that might otherwiſe have accrued to him from the Diſcous ſe but to thoſe who in con- 
ſequence of it may be diſpoſed to indulge in facetious or ſarcaſtic remarks, he will ſay—Is it any 
reproach or diſparagement to a Preacher, if when the edification of has Hearexs and not indo- 
lence is the molive, in addition to the talents God has given him he profits under certain limi- 
tations by the labours of others more enlightened and more expertenced than humpelf ? The prin- 
cipal object in publ;ſhing as well as preaching a Sermon from whatever ſource it may come, 
ſhould be to do good, to _ the ignorant, to awaken the W and to reform the per- 
verſe—And if it be faid' * True, but as ſo many excellent original produthons for theſe purpoſes 
are daily Ting from the Preſs, why intrude on the Public with what has not the advantage 
of Novelty to recommend it? Not to ſpeak of the chief part of the following Diſcourſe being 
original, the Anſwer is, That whajever degree of merit may be attached to theſe productions, 
they have in general, only a certain extent of circulation : and at a Criſis hike the preſent it be- 
hoves every good Citizen, according to his limited ſphere, to enforce on the minds +, others thoſe 
obligations and principles which are eſſential to the preſervation and proſperity of the State. 


Beſides, though there can but one ſentiment prevail on the obje of publiſhing a Sermon, viz. 
the benefit of Mankind by inftrudion or reformation—yet on the beſt mode of accompliſiang this 
object a variety of precepts are laid down, and ren models are held up to our view. From 
this conſideration the Editor begs leave to put the following queſtions, I Ins Diſcourſe regu- 
tar, unforne*, and well digeſted? Is it applicable to the times and occaſion on which it was 

| preached ? 


Il me ſemble qu'un Predicateur devroit faire choix dans chaque diſcours, d'une verite unique, 
mais capitale, terrible ou inſtruftive ; la manier a fonds et Vepuiler, &c. Bruyere. 


Nos Orateurs ſacrẽs s' aſtreignent conſtamment a unite du ſujet dans les Sermons, dont toutes 
les parties ſe rapportent toujours a une propoſition unique, qui eſt comme le mot et le ſignal de 
ralliement. Crever, 


Entrez dans une Egliſe au milieu d'un Sermon; fi dans une minute vous ne diſtinguez point 
Fobjet du diſcours ; ſi vous etes oblige d'attendre la fin d'une diviſion pour penetrer le deſſeia 
du Predicateur, prononcez hardiment qu'il $'egare dans un labyrinthe de lieux communs, (par 
lieux communs j'entends les details vagues qui _— indifteremment a tous les ſujets) 
et qu'il s'eſt tourmente pour ſuppleer par Vabondance des mots a la ſterilitè des idees, Maury 
ſur l eloquence de la Chaire. 


Dr. Br atk and other Engliſh Writers might be quoted nearly to the ſame effefl—but if theſe obſervati« 
ons be juſt and characteriſtic of a Sermon, we muſt find ſome other name for tie pretty ingenious moral 
Effays read in ſome Pulpits, and the wild incoherent extempore effuſions delivered in aher in the fors 
mer of which you hardly ever hear any text of Scripture introduced, and in the latter almoſt every one en- 
cept that which was choſen for the ſubjett of the Preacher's Diſcourſe, 
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preached ? Is it illuſtrative of 8 les which, 9 to the rules of the beſt Rheto-= 
rical Writers, ſhould diſtinguiſh a Pulpit Compoſition ® And he leaves them with the utmoj? 
deference, though with ſome ſmall degree of confidence, to the deciſion of the candid and judicious 
Critic, The anſwer ta the ſecond queſtion may no doubt be accompanied with approbation or cen- 
ure, according to the complexion of the different political ſenttments that prevail—but by the de- 


termination of the two others and the encouragement he receives, the Editor will be influenced in 


a @ defign lie entertain, 52 publiſhing one or more Volumes of Sermons on Pradtical and Miſcella- 


neous Subjects, not inferior in ſtile to the preſent one, derived chiefly from the ſame ſource, and 
2 nearly on a ſimilar plan. Gladly, however, will he relinquiſh this deſign and feel 
himſelf abundantly ratified, uld the mention of it operate as a line or ſtimulus to any of 
his Brethren better qualified than himſelf to carry it into execution. 


The ſtate of Pulpit eloquence in this Country has been long ſince deſervedly the ſubje of com- 
Plaint Fanal bo og therefore, to wre. it, however berge — — to ſome in- 
dulgence. Should Any, flattered with the hope of experiencing this indulgence, mes to en- 
guire after the method; moſt likely to enſure ſucceſs in their attempts, there can be no heſitation 
in referring them to of ri Authority for the information they want. More than twelve years 
have elapſes ſince Dr. Blair in * a Sermon to be a ** ſerious perſuaſive Oration pro- 
nounced that a perfect model of one might be formed from a union of the French earneſtneſs 
and warmth with the Engliſh accuracy and reaſon”. It does not appear that an 3 
fo long on record has hitherto been controverted. It is, in fact, an obſervation founded on judg- 
ment and reſearch—and ſo ſtriting and concluſtve as not to admit of refutation. But where 
are the inſtances at the preſent day in which we ſee it exemplified 9—Shall we then Heeg ac- 
eſce in thoſe humiliating reproaches which are caſt on us by our exulting Neighbours* 9— 
all we never be inſpired with an emulation to become pere in an art fo honourable in its 
mews and ſo benefictal in its effefts . Let attempts at leaſt be multiplied—let Genius draw 
 Biberally from her fertile flores—where Nature has been but ſparing of her 4 let Induſtry 
contribute an abundant portion of her aid and let thoſe who, Rimulated to make theſe attempts, 
ld have the misfortune to fail in them, be ſupported by the refletion—that they have failed 
in the nobleſt o all cauſes—in that which has the promotion of religion and virtue, the happt- 
neſs of ther Fellow-Creatures, and the glory of their Creator for its objett. 


TAuN TON, March 20th. 1795. 
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Inſulaires fameux ] Ce n'eſt point le genie, c'eſt le genie oratoire qui vous manque—L'elo- 
| - quence, la compagne ordinaire de la liberté eſt inconnue dans vos contrees—Gardez vous 
'affeCter un faux et barbare mepris pour les dons que vous a refuſes la nature, Maury, 
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JEREMIAH XLVII. 6. * 


o THOU SWORD OF THE LORD, HOW LONG WILL IT BE ERE THOU BZ | 
QUIET? PUT UP THYSELF INTO THY SCABBARD, REST AND BE STILL» 


Y BRETHREN, if ever I have happened fortunately to fulfil your 
intentions, and faithfully to expreſs your deſires in the words of a text, it 
muſt be undoubtedly in thoſe choſen for the ſubje of the following Diſcourle. 
In general, from the natural oppoſition that prevails between the intereſts of 1 
the World and the duties of the Church, between the laws of God and the paſſi- 
ons of Man, texts of Scripture are but ill-ſuited to your inclinations, and world- 
ly men are apt to turn from them in diſguſt. But now we have nothing of this 
kind to fear—Now the voice of nature and religion are in perfect harmony | 
with each other—Now the Prieſts who weep between the Porch and the Al 
have no other prayers to ſend up to the Lon p but thoſe which a whole nation, 
proſtrate before the throne of grace, have equal reaſon to addreſs him—Now 
the eyes of all are concentred and fixed on the ſame object the formida- 
ble ſword of Divine Juſtice is ſuſpended over our heads we are impreſſed | 
with a juſt and lively apprehenſion of the moſt alarming calamities—and in ſuch } 
of 
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a conjuntture what can be expected but that impelled by one common intereſt, 
we ſhould all in concert ſend up to heaven this ardent ſupplication, O thou 
Sword of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet ? put up thyſelf into thy 
ſcabbard, reſt and be ſtill, Theſe words, then, being ſo well adapted to the 
ſentiments with which you ought to be inſpired, it 1s to be hoped you will 
| | meditate them with all that ſeriouſneſs and attention which the Solemnity 
bol the Day demands; and on my part, in order to intereſt you as much as poſ- 
ble, I ſhall omit a detail of all that hiſtory relates in regard to the particular 
| views with which the Prophet uttered them, and ſhall confine myſelf ſolely to 
make a ſalutary application of them to ourſelves for this purpoſe I ſhall endea- 
vour, in the firſt place, to point out the motives or diſpoſitions that ought to 
animate us when we make this prayer; and ſecondly, to enforce the engage- 
ments or duties to which we are bound in conſequence of it. 
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Before I enter on my ſubject, it may ſeem proper to ſhew, as a neceſſary 
| | preliminary, that the ſword which has been ſo long drawn and which now ſo emi- 
| nently threatens and alarms us is, in fact, the ſword of the Lord—and that every 
| | var with all its calamities here alluded to under one of its moſt deſtruttive in- 
ſtruments is to be regarded as the viſitation of Heaven, a few ſimple reſlections 
will be ſufficient to prove. God, who governs the world; and whoſe paternal 
Providence extends even to ſeeding the fowls of the air and cloathing the lilies 
| | of the field, preſides in an eſpecial manner over the human race, particularly 
* watches over their happineſs, and the peace and ſupport of order in public Soci- 
eties—To deny this principle, is neceſſarily to be an Atheiſt ; for the idea of a 
Providence is inſeparable from that of an all. perſect and Supreme Being. As 
well may we conteſt the exiſtence of a Deity, as diſpute his empire over intelli- 
gent Creatures, the works of his own hands : But this principle being admitted, 
a conſequence flowing from it is, that war and peace having the greateſt influ- 
ence on the happineſs of ſociety, the Lord muſt preſide over both theſe ſtates, 
his hand under the veil of ſecond cauſes muſt direct their operations with wiſ— 
dom, both for the intereſts of his own glory and the advantage of his People at 
large. Of this conſequence all Nations, even the Heathens, were well con- 
| vinced—Hence the conſultation of their oracles and oblation of their ſacrifices 
before 
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before they entered on a war; and their ſongs of triumph to the glory of God 
after a victory. In fact, what is the ſolemnity of the preſent day but a public 
avowal of our being convinced of the empire of Providence on ſuch occaſions, 
and of courſe of the neceſſity of diſplaying our zeal and liſting up our hearts to 
him to implore his aſſiſtance? 


This being admitted, the queſtion of importance for us to know is, what are 
the diſpoſitions with which we may appropriate to ourſelves the language which 
the Prophet holds in my text, for there are a variety of Perſons to whom it 
would be inapplicable, and in whoſe mouth it would be either criminal or of 
no ſignification. e. g. What good effect can be produced by perſons who hold 
this language from an impulſe of fear, perſons timid and puſillanimous, who 
ſhocked at the firſt approach of danger without knowing why or how, are buſy 
in collecting and diſſeminating indiſcreetly unfavourable reports; and thus 
ſtaggering the courage of others, whoſe firmneſs is more neceſſary as the dan- 
ger is more imminent? Such perſons would do much better to pray to God 
only in filence—they may ſay in their hearts, Sword of the Lord, put up thyſelf 
into thy ſcabbard, but as this language in their mowhs would be the language 
of cowardice and fear, and not of reaſon and piety, by holding it in public they 
do but ſpread the dangerous contagion of their alarm, and thus create a deal of 


miſchief. 


To the Puſillanimous I may add thofe who adopt the ſame language from a 
miſtruſt in Providence, in his Mercy and Goodneſs. Surely, if we may judg2 
from paſt events, there is no Nation under the canopy of Heaven that has ſo 
little reaſon to deſpair of the Divine protection as this; becaule there is no Nati- 
on, hardly excepting God's favoured People of old, for whom he has done fuch 
great ilings, for whom he has diſplayed ſuch marvels of his power and love. 
However, are there none among us, who are too often apt to forget theſe pub- 
tic inſtances of the Divine liberality towards us? Are there none, who waver- 
ing in the faith ſeldom rellect that promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt nor 
from the Weſt, but that God as he thinks fit, can deliver out of trials, thoſe whom 
he delighteth to honour ? Such Perſons conſider not, that as all ſecond cauſes 
are in his hand, he can draw light out of darkneſs, and turn unto good what man 


. deſign, 
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deſign for evil; they forget that this great God has reſerved to himſelf alone a 
knowledge of the times and ſeaſons when it 1s proper for him to att; and they 
would fain preſume to point out to him the nature and time of the deliverance 
they implore. Perſons of little faith In this manner they become, by their 
impatience, unworthy of having their prayers heard. 


But much greater reaſon have thoſe to dread this misfortune who offer up 
this prayer in a ſpirit of murmur and diſcontent ; complaining that when God 
ſtrikes them with his Sword, he puniſhes them more than they deſerve. Alas, 
how hardened or infatuated muſt Perſons of this deſcription be? What, ſhall 
we recerve good at the hand of the Lord and ſhall we not receive evil? Which 
of us, My Brethren, if God was extreme to mark what we have done amiſo, could 
abide his judgment? Which of us, if God was to ſtrike him perſonally with the 
ſevereſt blows would not be obliged ?o kiſs the rod, to acknowledge and adore 
the juſtice of his ſentence? Alas, from the crown of the head to the ſole of the foot, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, there is not one of us who has not a thouſand re- 
proaches to make himſelf, and as many reaſons to ſay, Lord, enter not into judg- 
ment with thy ſervant. How great then muſt be our audacity? With how many 


tries do we not deſerve to be beaten, if notwithſtanding this, we have the bold- 


nels to murmur againſt Gop, and ſay to Heaven in a ſpirit of irritation or cha- 
grin, Sword of the Lord, put up thyſelf into thy Scabbard ? 


Far be from us, My Brethren, all ſuch diſpoſitions as theſe. In holding the 
language of my text, we muſt be animated by motives very different, motives 
ſuch as become virtuous Citizens, zealous and ſincere Chriſtians. The firſt to 
which I ſhall ſolicit your attention is a {ove of order. War is a ſtate of vio- 
lence among Mankind, whom God formed of the fame blood and deſtined to 
live in harmony with each other—It is a conflagration the {lames of which are 
enkindled by ambition, avarice or revenge, and which ſpread around them in 
their courſe, confuſion, diſorder and ruin; or elſe, it is an extreme remedy, a 
cruel operation, which good Princes never reſort to but to reſiſt Uſurpers, 


and to preſerve the rights and liberties of their Subjects. However neceſſary 


though, it is always an evil; it is a violence preferable undoubtedly to a ſtate 
of 
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of bondage, but however a violence more or leſs fatal to ſome portion of the 
human race from whence it follows, that there is no man, who, conſidered as 
a Man or a Member of his ſpecies, muſt not deteſt war. Is it unlawful ?—lt is 
a fury or tranſport, which ought to make us ſhudder and pray earneſtly for an 
end of it. Is it lawful ?—It is a reſource to eſtabliſh order and peace in ſocie- 
ty, and to which conſequently we cannot avoid wiſhing the moſt ſpeedy ſucceſs. 
In every point of view it is an attack on the arrangements of Providence, a 
provocation of his juſtice, an appeal to his Attributes by which we call on him 
to diſplay ſigns of his Wrath, and to deſtroy ſome in order to ſave others. But 
wherever may be the theatre of this ſcene of calamity and confuſion, what rea- 
ſonable man can contemplate the ſpeQacle without affliction and diſtreſs? Who 
can be ſo inſenſible as to heſitate to cry out with the Prophet, Sword of the 
Lord, put up thyſelſ into thy ſcabbard ! Another motive that ought to make us 
offer up this prayer, is a tender love of our nezghbour—for in ſhort, who are 
thoſe that are guilty of and thoſe that ſuffer from the crimes and exceſſes which 
are committed in a ſtate of war? Of whom are theſe armies compoſed whoſe 
march is preceded by terror, accompanied by ſlaughter, and followed up by 
miſery, deſolation and deſpair ? Alas, of Men, our Fellow-creatures, Children 
of God like ourſelves, conſequently our Brethren, and who, in becoming our 
enemies ceaſe not to be ſuch ; they are Men whom we are bound to love and 
to pray for, whoſe miſeries, till more whoſe crimes ought to afflict us, and in 
whoſe temporal and eternal welfare we cannot, as chriſtians, be diſpenſed with 
taking an intereſt—how then repreſent theſe men as furiouſly contending with 
each other, inventing a thouſand means to ſcatter death around them—as cover- 
ing the fields or the waves of the ſea with mangled bodies as purchaſing victo- 
ry at the price only of exterminating the innocent, of laying waſte Provinces 
and making millions wretched? How, I ſay, bring theſe images to our mind, 
without being moved with compaſſion for ſome, without ſhuddering at the ſtate 
of others, without imploring Heaven to put an end to ſuch calamities, and crying 
out with the Prophet, Sword of the Lord, put up thyſelf into thy ſcabbard, reſt, 
and be ſlill ? 


It muſt, however, be confeſſed that a motive drawn from a proper love of 
p 0 our ſelves 
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ourſelves will, in the third place, conſiderably increaſe the ardour with which 
we addreſs this prayer to Gop. If war be terrible afar off, what muſt it not be 
when near? If the heart is moved in repreſenting Strangers armed againſt 
each other, what muſt it be when a Father, Huſband, Brother, Child, Friend 
or Fellow-citizen is a party concerned ? If human nature ſhudders at the de- 
ſcription of a ſiege or a battle at a diſtance, what emotions is it not natural to 
feel, when we have reaſon to dread the being Spectators of theſe horrors ? You 
will diſpenſe, My Brethren, with my entering into any particular detail of them 
here. This would not be a proper place to trace ſuch a picture before your 
eyes as that of a barbarous Soldicry, whoſe reeking ſwords have been plunged 
into the boſoms of an innocent Family, who have diſpatched a Father in the pre- 


ſence of a Son, or a Son in preſence of a Father; who have ſnatched the tender 


Infant from the breaſt or ſacrificed it in the arms of a diſconſolate Mother, and 
who without diſtinction of age or ſex, have with torrents of tears mingled rivers 
of blood. Alas, at ſuch ideas it ceaſes to be ſurpriſing that David, conſtrained 
to chuſe between peſtilence, famine and war, ſhould regard as the greateſt of 
evils, the falling into the hands of Man—more ferocious than the beaſts of the 
foreſt, when once their paſſions are let looſe, there is hardly any cruelty which 
they are not capable of committing. War ſeems to be a title for them to be 
guilty of the moſt monſtrous exceſſes; we mult, then, have loſt all feeling, 
all rational love of ourſelves, if when we hear the cannon roaring in our ears, 
or when we ſee the ſword of the Lord brandiſhed over our heads, we heſitate to 
cry out, put up thyſelf into thy ſcabbard, reſt and be ſill. 


To the love of ourſelves, I add, in the laſt place, the love of our. country 


and religion. Theſe two objects ought always to be inſeparable in our eyes, 


becauſe an enlightened love of the one ſuppoles an ardent and unſeigned attach- 
ment to the other. In particular, in the actual exiſting circumſtances, how in- 
timately connected are the intereſts of each? I know well, however, My Bre- 
thren, that it is the faſhion with many to ſupport a contrary dottrine. I know 
well, that Religion is faid to have nothing to do with the conteſt in which we 
are involved. I know, that Miniſters of the Lord are every day *reprobated and 
condemned ” for combining objects not neceſſarily dependant on each other. 
We 
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We are accuſed of ſanguinary diſpoſitions, of wiſhing to revive all the horrors 


of the ancient Cruſades, of endeavouring to inflame the paſſions of our Hear- 
ers by declamatory artifices, by difingenuous repreſentations and invidious | 
aſperſions. And how, it is ſaid, is ſuch a conduct to be reconciled with the 
duty of Meſſengers of peace? How ill does a ſpirit breathing diſcord and 


ſlaughter agree with the example of that meck and lowly Maſter whoſe Servants 
they are? Can his religion ſtand in need of any ſuch artifices for its ſupport ? 
Was it ever deſigned to be propagated or upheld by violence? Is not its divine 
influence on the mind of Man alone ſufficient to repel all the efforts of its ene- 


mies?* Moſt certainly, My Brethren, we do not mean to deny the validity 
of theſe poſitions —Moſt certainly, independant of all human means, the word 
of the Lord will abide forever—The church of Chriſt is founded on a rock, 


againſt which, neither the malignity of Man nor the powers of Hell itſelf will 
ever prevail. Chriſtians learn almoſt in every page of the ſacred writings, that 


notwithſtanding all the devices of a man's heart, the counſel of the Lord that ſhall 
fend. Nay, we have every reaſon to expect, that the revealed will of Gop 


is like a light, which for being hid under a buſhel for a time, will by and by 
burn with a ſtronger and a purer flame, But though we admit all theſe truths, 


and rely firmly on this hope—when engaged in a defenſive and neceſſary war, 
are we to be inattentive to the principles that influence the Enemy? Are we 
to ſhut our eyes to ſcenes and actions that manifeſtly denote their views? Or 


: 
/ 


deſcrying the peculiar objetts of their attack, ſhall we not in favour of thoſe | 


direct our principal ſources of defence ? 


2% 


If the progreſs of this foe be characteriſed no leſs by ſacrilege and impiety, | 


than by rapine and cruelty—If not content with the confiſcation of the goods, 


2 _ — — 


the tyrannical abuſe of the perſons, and overthrow of the political rights of the | 


conquered, they preſume alſo to interfere with their ſpiritual rights, to aboliſh 


all religious Inſtitutions, to profane. or lay waſte all buildings dedicated to fa- | 


cred purpoſes—1Ff, in the height of their ſacrilegious phrenzy, they lo execrate 


the name of Chriſt as to wiſh to extirpate it, by introducing the moſt fantaſtical 


exchange of terms in the days, months and years—1f, I ſay, an enemy be capa- 
ble 


® See REMARES on a Sermon entitled THE DUTIES OF A SOLDIER, &c. pp. 10, 17, 24. 38. 40. 
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ble of theſe two-fold exceſſes, ſhall we deſcribe with animation and in ſtrong 
colours the dangers to which you are expoſed by the one, and obſerve a pro- 
found and unempaſſioned filence on the other ? Shall we exhort you to be of 
good courage, to play the Men, and refiſt ſteadfaſtly the attacks made on your 
lives, your liberty and property, and to behold with indifference the blows 
aimed at your holy religion? Shall we entreat you anxiouſly to watch over 
and protect things that are but for a time, and abandon to themſelves the things 
that regard your immortal ſouls? But how unfecling, how ignominious would 
ſuch a condutt be? How unworthy rational creatures, Beings purchaſed with 

a price, redeemed by the blood of a Saviour ? 


Alas, if the Miniſters of Goo were to be ſilent on this ſubjeQ—if they did 
not again and again reſound in your ears, that in the preſent extraordinary war, 
the intereſts of religion as well as of humanity are at ſtake—the ſtones of theſe 
walls, the vaults from under your feet would cry out—Or rather, the Manes of 

your Anceſtors would ariſe from them, and reproach you with the ſacrifices ; 
they once made, the hardſhips they endured, the chains and puniſhments they ; 
| braved, the blood that poured generouſly from their veins, and their triumphant | 
 exultations in their laſt agonies, when they brought about the glorious Refor- 1 
mation, when they eſtabliſhed that pure ſyſtem of Chriſtianity we have the hap- 
pineſs to profeſs. Theſe holy men eſteemed liberty of conſcience more than q : 


they did liberty of perſon, —The ſame principles that made them tremble for 
the fate of the Conſtitution, alarmed them ſtill more for the fate of the Church. 
In contributing to the ſecurity of an earthly Kingdom, they had reſpett alſo 
to the glory of their Father which is in Heaven. They reſiſted unto blood— 
They welcomed the dungeon and the ſcaffold, that they might hand down to 
future generations the rights of a free worſhip and an unſhackled profeſſion of 
the faith—and will you, when required not to exchange one ſyſtem of religion 
for another, not to renounce this or that article of your creed—but when a 
total abolition of Chriſtianity is threatened, when the ſame blow that would 
overwhelm the ſtate would demoliſh your altars, when every thing that would 
lead to a remembrance of your Divine Saviour is to be expunged, and when 


the edifices conſecrated to his honour are to be converted into dwellings for 
the 


191 
the beaſts that periſh* At ſight of ſuch unparalled enormities, will You the 
baſe and degenerate Offspring of a valorous Anceſtry, coolly fit down to calcu- 
late and draw a diſtinttion between your country and your religion? Will You 
feel an intereſt in defending and cheriſhing the one, and unmoved for the other 
leave it with a kind of preſumptuous indolence to the protection of him who 
planted it ? 


But how ungrateful would be ſuch lukewarmneſs? How contrary to the views 
of the Author of this religion? How unlike the zeal of a faithful follower of 
his? Alas, if any are capable of ſeparating things fo eſſentially dear to us, or 
of giving the preference to the leaſt valuable, to what a degree of prejudice or 
infatuation muſt they not be arrived? Muſt they not be of the number of thoſe 
who will not fee with their eyes, nor hear with their ears, nor under ſtand willi 
their hearts? Or rather, have we not reaſon to ſuſpett that their attachment to 
their country 1s not as pure and zealous as they would have us imagine ? May 
we not juſtly call in queſtion the ſoundneſs and fincerity of their patriotic princi- 
ples? And ought we not to be on our guard againſt any oblique and finiſter 
views that may be concealed under plauſible and ingenuous profeſſions ? In be- 
half of a religion once eſtabliſhed on earth, we are not to expett that the Deity 
will interpoſe by a conſtant ſucceſſion of miracles To promote the views of 
Heaven and to extend the empire of the Goſpel over the wills of men, ſeconda- 
ry cauſes were deſigned to be called into effett ; and if ever there was a time 
when the co-operation of theſe cauſes ſeemed peculiarly requiſite If ever an 
arm of fleſh might with propriety be employed for the preſervation of our 
Churches, as well as the light of reaſon for the propagation of our dottrines, it 
muſt be at a conjuncture like the preſent, it muſt be now, when we are alarmed 
for all the rights and privileges we poſſeſs, that every motive of religion as well 


as patriotiſm ought to be preſented to your view and ſtrongly impreſſed on your 
minds. | D But 


hs Perhaps I ſhall be told that this is «unproved aſſertion,“ or „flying in the ſace of fads,” and betraying “a low 
ſpite in calumniating the French,” ſince it is a matter of notoriety that in lard, the laſt place that ſubmitted to their 
yoke, the freedom of religious worſhip has been formally decreed-—And I am ready to acknowledge that fince the 
conqueſt of that unhappy Country I have never yet heard of their Churches being converted into Stables, as was the 
cale in Brabant—perhaps from the little uſe there could be made of Cavalry in a Country interſected with Cauals there 
was no occaſion to ap ly theſe buildings to ſuch a purpoſe—but it is curious enough to obſerve that when the tree ex- 
erciſe of religion is — announced in ſome of the public Vehicles of News, it is at the fame time modeſtly 
intimated through the ſame channels that the Orders of the Nol!efle and Ccrgy are aboliſhed. Now, not to fay any 
thing of the ſufferings of Individuals who are thus plundered of their revenues—but places of 8 opened wich- 
out a Prieſt or Miuiſter to aſſiſt therein religion tolerated without any proviſion allowed for Perſons who preſide over 
its rites and dedicate their talents to its proſeſſion Can there be a ſtronger inſtance of perſecution, or a greater infult 
2nd mockery offered to a People groaning under tyranny and oppreſſion ? 


— 
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But in mentioning the words religion and patriotiſm, how ſuppreſs the exulta- 
tion I feel at thoſe ſignal effects, that honourable diſplay of them now before 
our eyes? How avoid paying a juſt tribute of gratitude to Citizens, who 
animated by the nobleſt principles, have formed the moſt uſeful Inſtitutions? * 
To expatiate on the wiſdom of the origin, the diſintereſtedneſs of the conduct and 
the proſpetts of advantage in the iſſue to be derived from theſe Inſtitutions, 
would be to wander too far from the deſign of this day. There are, however, 
one or two peculiarities attending them, highly worthy of our praiſe, and to 
which I may be pardoned for adverting. We ſee in them different gradations 
of life, various ranks and conditions of ſociety combined and confounded in 
one general maſs—with the Individuals who have voluntarily aſſumed this 
military capacity, all diſtinction is forgotten and an equality prevails—but for 
what purpoſe are diſtinctions thus confounded ? In what manner is this equality 
formed? Is it that by liſting up the low into the places of their Superiors and 
feeding them with vain and deluſive proſpects, the regulations of ſociety may be 
overthrown, confiſcation of property, uſurpation, injuſtice, anarchy, miſery 
and ruin might take place ?—Alas, ſuch have been the dire effects of conventions 
and aſſociations in a neighbouring ſtate, and from ſome formed among ourlelves 
ſimilar conſequences might have flowed ; but with thoſe to which I allude, how 
conſoling, how delightful the contraſt ? In theſe, in order to guard againſt the 
torrent of a moſt deſtructive contagion—in order to maintain inviolate the 
rights of Individuals, and to preſerve in its original purity the well-poiſed ſyſtem 
of our Government, we ſee the higher claſſes of Society forget their ſtations and 
condeſcend to unite with thoſe below them—To acquire a facility in the uſe of 
arms, we ſee Perſons independent and of liberal Profeſſions interrupt the courſe 
of their purfuits, ſacrifice a portion of their time to fill up the ranks and put 
themſelves ona level with the loweſt, though honeſt and well-meaning Mechanic ; 
thus inculcating on the Multitude by their example, a ſenſe of the value of 
bleſſings, which from their want of knowledge or reflection, they might be un- 
able otherwiſe juſtly to eſtimate. 


In theſe Inſtitutions there is another circumſtance no leſs attratting our 


eſteem. The Chriſtian Religion may be conſidered as one vaſt ſource or trunk, 
diffuſing 
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diffuſing nouriſhment through almoſt innumerable channels to a variety of 
branches—In the profeſſion of this religion how many different Sets or Parties, 
what a variety of ſentiments and perſuaſions are found to prevail ? The matter 
is not here to aſcertain which is the true or beſt ſyſtem of belief, and moſt pro- 
per for us to chuſe—perhaps, if men are influenced in their choice by a calm 
and ſteady inveſtigation, by ſincere and upright intentions, they are all equally 
good in the eyes of the great Searcher of hearts—But when it is not a particular 
branch that is to be lopped off, when the trunk itſelf is in danger of being re- 
fuſed its uſual nouriſhment, when the bulwarks of our faith, our altars and 
places of worſhip are all indiſcriminately threatened with one generdi ruin how 
delightful is it to ſee their Votaries drawing as it were to a centre, pledging 
themſelves to a mutual ſupport, ſacrificing their private ſentiments for a time, 
and meeting under the ſame ſacred roof to unite with one voice in homages and 
prayers for ſafety to the great Father and Preſerver of us all?—Thus publicly 
avowing that whether Members of the national eſtabliſhment or of a different 
perſuaſion, they have all one intereſt at ſtake, they are all engaged in the fame 
grand and momentous cauſe.*® Go on, then, Generous Lovers of your Coun- 
try, Strenuous Supporters of our Conſtitution, Volunteers in the cauſe of Jul 
tice, humanity and truth—go on with that ſame vigour and unanimity which 
have hitherto charaQeriſed your beginnings —To You and thoſe that will follow 
your example, at the near approach of danger we look up with confidence for 
ſucceſs Vou in a caſe of extremity, whether from foreign invaſion or internal 
ſedition, will be our ſteadfaſt ſupport, our ultimate reſource. Imagine not, 
then, that by perſuading you to adopt the language of my text, we wiſh to de- 
preſs your ardour, or diminiſh-your zeal; on the contrary, bind yourſelves by 
one ſacred tie, adhere to it with firmneſs and reſolution, ſwear that ſhould an 
Enemy preſume to invade your rights, or outrage the perſons of Yourſelves or 
Families - ſwear tha. ſhould the neceſſity of the caſe compel, you will draw the 
ſword from the ſcabbard, and in the uſe of it either periſh yourſelves or deſtroy 
your Oppoſers—but at the ſame time forget not your duties as Men, as Phi- 
lanthropiſts, 
* It were to be wiſhed that the Number to whom this would have applied had been greater—and it is a matter no 
leſs of ſurprile than regret, that the ſerious part of the Diſſenters whole Doctrines acarly coincide with thoſe of the, 
Church of England, in conſidering the principles and chatacters of the Leaders of Oppoſition, ſhould not take a more 


active part in the preſci vation of their religious as well as civil intereſts, and cordially unite in Aſſociations formed far 
that pur paſe. 
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lanthropiſts, as Chriſtians—Open your boſoms to ſentiments of tenderneſs and 
compaſſion—Dread as the moſt horrible of all evils the effuſion of human blood 
Have a juſt and profound ſenſe of the dangers that threaten us Proſtrate 
yourſelves with humility before the throne of grace, and in common with your 
Fellow-citizens, ſend up to Heaven this ſupplication, O thou Sword of the Lord, 
how long will it be ere thou be quiet ? put up thyſelf into thy Scabbard, reſt and 
be ſtill, Yes, My Brethren, whether we conſider the intereſts of humanity, of 
our Country, our religion or ourſelves, nothing can be more becoming in our 
mouths than this prayer. Nut to render it effectual, we have neceſſarily certain 
duties or obligations to fulfil —Theſe I am to ſuggeſt to you, in the Second 
place, in as ſummary a manner as poſſible. | 


We are engaged, not only moſt ſolemnly to implore peace from Heaven, but 
alſo moſt fancerely to ſeek and procure it by all poſſible means ourſelves. Miſ- 
take not, however, what I adyance on this head—The principles I have laid 
down exclude every idea of a falſe and treacherous peace, which would be only 
| a prelude to our ruin.— What? Shall we entreat the Almighty to put up his 
| ſword into its ſcabbard, that it might be drawn again a ſhort time hence for the 
{ purpoſe of exterminating us without mercy? Shall we call by the beautiful 
name of peace what would ſerve only to lull us in a lethargic ſccurity, and leave 
the enemy time to forge new chains from which it would be impoſlible for us to 
eſcape? It is not my province here to diſcuſs thoſe political controverſies which 
have lately agitated the public mind—but it will be admitted on all hands, that 
a true peace can be founded only on a ſolid re-eſtabliſhment of order—The Par- 
ties with whom it is to be formed (whatever their Government may be) muſt 
be ſuch asare capable of maintaining the engagements they enter into. This is 
the kind of peace we all ought earneſtly to ſeek, and vigorouſly to co-operate 
in, each according to his ſtation and abilities. 


Firſt, it is for thoſe who by their birth, authority or appointment, are called 
to watch over the public intereſt to diſtinguiſh their wiſdom and zeal in contri- 
buting to this great work—They are to make the moſt ſtrenuous efforts, and to 
adopt all poſſible means and precautions that may tend to eſtabliſh the ſafety and 

tranquility 
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tranquillity of the Church and State — The taſk may indeed for them be difficult, 
but it is alſo glorious They may have Enemies to oppoſe, Detractors to con- 
found, or Competitors to ſubdue But the honour of being the Fathers of the 
People, the Defenders and Preſervers of their Country, is it not an ample and 
noble recompenſe for encountering the moſt inveterate 6 and making 
the moſt arduous exertions ? 


Next, it is for Subjects, conſidered as ſuch, to implore daily the bleſſings of 
Heaven on the generous efforts of thoſe who govern them, and to adopt a ſpirit 
which may facilitate their happy effetts—Yes, My Brethren, It is for us to 
adopt that ſpirit of patriotiſm, which leading us to deteſt every thing like diſo- 
bedience or faction, ſtrengthens the ties of ſubordination and concord among all 
the Members of the State, and makes us prefer on all occaſions, the public good 
to private intereſt. It is for us to ſupply, not only with fidelity but alſo with 
alacrity, the exigencies of Government in theſe difficult times. Whoever wiſh- 
es for an end, muſt, if he is ſincere, endeavour to provide alſo the means—Who- 
ever wiſhes for the ſword to be put up into the ſcabbard muſt, as a good Citizen, 
contribute to the expenſes neceſſary to enable us, with the Divine bleſſing, to 
check its fury.—At a time like this, when every nerve muſt be ſtrained, the 
expenſes of the State are no doubt immenſe; they are, however, not very op- 
preſſive to any Claſs of Individuals—but beſides, the objects that require them 
are of the utmoſt importance, ſince the matter is not to preſerve a few trifling- 
intereſts, to maintain a few privileges, or defend a few poſſeſſions—the matter 
is to place Liberty immoveable on the throne, to protett a pure religion in its 
alylum, and to cement the baſes of public tranquillity.—To indulge then mur- 
murs and complaints, when the neceſſity of circumſtances demands for ſuch 
objects extraordinary aids, is moſt ſhamefully to forget what we owe both to 
religion and our Country. : 

But in rendering unto Cæ ſar the things that are Cafar's, let us remember 
above all, to render unto Gov, the things that are Gov's, IIere, all ranks and 
conditions of Men, Princes and Subjects, Magiſtrates and People, Maſters 


and Servants, High and Low, Rich and Poor, are all comprehended for the 
E ſame 
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lame reaſons under the lame obligations. Were we to appcal to the great Rul. 
er of the Univerſe to know how any People or State may enſure themſelves his 
protection, the anſwer would be, keep my-commandments.—In fatt, we mult 
have abandoned every principle of picty and common ſenſe to expett to be fa- 
voured as a Nation by an All-holy Being, if as a Nation we are obſtinate in tramp- 
ling under foot his ſacred laws. This, I truſt, is an inconteſtable principle, and 
another no leſs ſo is, that in proportion to the diſtinguiſhed favours a Nation 
has received from Heaven, fo ought to be its gratitude and obedience, Now 
from this principle what reſults in regard to us? If we are to meaſure our deſerts 
by this ſtandard, what are we to augur of our impending fate ?—Suppoſle we here 
enter into a detail of the numerous benefits we have received, and take an eſtimate 
of the return we have made for them ; or rather let ys ſuppoſe the Almighty 
himſelf graciouſly deſcending from his throne to plead. with us as he did with 
his People of old, and ſummoning all the Works of Nature to decide between us 
 —Hear ye, O Mountains, the Lord's controverſy, and ye ſtrong Foundations of the 
Earth ; for the Lord hath a controverſy with his People, and he will plead with 
Ifraelf—O my People, what have I done unto thee, and wherein have I wearied 
thee ? teſtify againſt met Are you prepared, My Brethren, to join iſſue in this 
controverly? Are you ready to come forward and produce your teſtimonies 
againſt the Lord? Are you furniſhed with a long liſt of vexations, grievances 
and complaints? Or rather, in reflecting on your ſtate, are you not diſpoſed to 


Lord our God careth for, the eyes of the Lord our God are always upon it from 
the beginning of the year, even unto the end of the year-. 


In fact, caſt your eyes over the habitable globe and diſcover if you can, a 
People more favoured of Providence than the People of this realm—a People, 


who 
* Micah vi. 2. 


1 Can any thing be imagined more ſublime and affecting than this? The boldneſs of the celebrated Saurin's pencil 
enabled him to take this paſlage as a text for a Faſt Sermon, and a moſt admirable uſe he has made of it, ſuch as mult 
give pleaſure to all true lovers of eloquence—perhaps it is one of the beſt and moſt finiſhed of his productions; but his 
Sermons 1n rr are ſo prolix, ſo diffuſe, and ſo encumbered with critical diſquiſitions, that they require to be new- 
modelled and ſtripped of their redundancies before they can be rendered palatable to the Engi Reader. A Mr. Robin— 
Jon of Cambridge publiſhed a literal tranſlation of ſome of them a few years ſince by Subſcription, but I never heard 
that they got into general circulation or repute like thoſe of Dy. Blair or Dr. Porteus—There are, however, detached 
parts of them to be produced, which in ſublimity of thought aud energy of expreſſion, far excel any thing to be found 
in the Engliſh Language, — 


+ Deut. xi. 12. 


cry out, moved with compunttion and remorſe, Surely this is a Land uhich the 
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who in far diſtant ages emerged from a ſtate of barbarity and ignorance, who 
were enlightened and cheriſhed by the benignant rays of the Sun of rigliteouſ- 
neſs, and who, ſpurning at the iron hand of deſpotiſm, emancipated themſelves 
from Chains which held other nations in bondage—a People, who now are be- 
come Maſters of their own government, frame their own laws, impoſe their own 
taxes, and enjoy the undiſturbed exerciſe of their religion—a People who have 
reached the higheſt ſtep in the ſcales of opulence and glory, who occupying 
only a ſpot as it were upon the globe, a few acres of land, make their voice to be 
heard afar off, iſſue their decrees to the remoteſt quarters, preſcribe meaſures 
to powerful empires, and in a manner keep the Univerſe in awe—a People who 
enjoy the moſt extenſive range and moſt unrivalled facility in the adventures of 
commerce, and who in confining their views at home, have reaſon to glory in 
the temperature of their climate, the fertility of their ſoil, their ſucceſſes in en- 
larging the powers of the human mind, their progreſs in the ſciences, their im- 
provement inthe fine arts, and in ſhort, their pre-eminence in poſſeſſing all the 
comforts and gratifications which can embelliſh and render the life of Man deſi- 
rable. Such is a faint picture, an imperfett ſketch of ſome of the liberalities 
for which we are indebted to our Goy—Theſe are a few of the particulars 


in which we teſtify againſt kim—Such is all we have to alledge in regard to 


the grievances wherein he has wearzed us. 


Let us now in this controverſy hear what the Almighty has to fay againſt us, the 
examination he has a right to make, and what we have to offer in reply.—Have 
we then made an adequate return of gratitude to our Benefactor for all theſe bene- 


fits we acknowledge to have received? Is there a more ardent piety and devo- 


tion, more attachment to God's ſervice, more attention to his word, a ſtricter ob- 
ſervance of his ordinances and a readier obedience of his laws to be diſcovered: 
among us than among other Nations? What depoſition are you ready to have 
entered on theſe articles? What report in theſe things may the Miniſters of 
Gop make in behalf of you and themſelves ?—Alas, My Brethren, I appeal to 
your own conſciences for the reply will not go into great cities where cor- 
ruption walks with gigantic ſtrides—to aſcertain the merits or demerits of the 
Nation at large, I will not leave the Aſſembly in which we are—L fix on 


you 


1 


you as a criterion to judge of others —Anſwer me then Cop of his great 

goodneſs hath ſet apart certain periodical ſeaſons, Sabbaths which he hath J- 

lowed, wherein, abſtracting ourſelves from the World we are to think only on 

Him, wherein we have the privilege of repairing to his Courts to aſk forgiveneſs 

of our ſins, to hear the Miniſtry of his Word, to implore his aid, to ponder on 
his marvellous works, and to offer up thankſgivings and praiſe for his manifold 
mercies—Now. how are theſe gracious intentions of the Creator fulfilled on the 
part of his Creatures ?—Are there not many among you who, deſtitute of the 
bread of life, live careleſsly and at their caſe in a kind of ſpiritual famine, who 
torſaking the aſſembling themſelves together, hardly ever enter theſe ſacred walls, 
but on public occaſions like the preſent, impelled by a vain curioſity ?—Perſons 

to whom I might make the ſame reproach that Foſeph did his Brethren, Ye 
are come not up here with ſincere intention to buy food or corn, but ye are Spies, 
to fee the nakednefs of the land ye are come; thus, Ye come not here to profit 
with docility by the word of the living God through whatever channel it is dil- 
-penled—ye come here as Spies, to exerciſe a miſerable talent on the abilities of 
the Preacher, to make odious compariſons between one and another, to decide 
in matters to which ye are incompetent, and to hazard opinions equally founded 
on ignorance and prejudice?—Are there not others to whom may be made 
the ſame reproach that our Saviour did the Phariſees, This People honoureth me 
with their lips but their heart is far from me.“ In going into the houſe of God 
they give the ſacrifice of fools F They make of public worſhip a Duty, not of 
worldly decency but of religion and conſcience, but they accompany not its 
practice with the diſpoſitions which can alone render it acceptable to Gop and 
ſalutary to themſelves—their acts of outward homage are not united to a wor- 
ſhip in ſpirit and in truth, to thoſe ſentiments of reſpect, humility, repentance 
and reſignation which conſtitute the eſſence of true piety ?- How many others 
who excommunicate themſelves as it were from the Church of CHRIST, by 
turning their backs on that holy ordinance which he inſtituted as a reciprocal 
pledge of love between him and his followers, and a eal to ſeal us to the day of re- 
demption ?P—And as to private or Family worſhip, that moſt important branch of 
a Chriſtian's duty, where ſhall we find the Daniels, the Fo/huay, thoſe diſcreet 
Heads 


* Matt, xv. 8, + Eccleſ. v. 1. 
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Heads of Families, who in bringing up their children and dependants in piety 
and virtue, can with a ſafe conſcience ſay, As for me and my Houſe we ſerve | 


the Lord *? 


Alas, what melancholy ſenſations muſt not this review excite within us? In 
this controverſy with our Lord how ought we to be humbled and afflicted? And 
ſhould we have any reaſon to complain, if from what has been already heard 
the Judges who preſide in it, the Mountains and Strong Foundations of the Earth | 
were to ſtart from their places and overwhelm us? But we have ſtill greater 
reaſon to dread ſuch an effect of God's Vengeance, if we extend tur views to | 
other inſtances wherein we have wearzed and provoked him, to corrupt habits, | 
to actual tranſgreſſions and flagrant breaches of his Laws How many vain and 
ſuperficial minds are there who do not ſcruple to make an avowed profeſſion of 
infidelity, who take a pride in diffuſing its poiſonous maxims and perverting the 
good diſpoſitions of the ignorant and unwary? Hence profaneneſs, licentiouſ- 
nels and depravity are heard to utter their voices in our ſtreets hence ambiti- 
on, avarice, hatred and revenge occupy the hearts of ſome and appear openly 
in the conduct of others—hence, in ſhort, it is to be feared that without carrying 
this catalogue of grievances any farther, and in thus putting an end to the con- 
troverſy, our iniguities will be our ruin, our ſins will be ſo numerous and aggra- 
vated as to ſeparate between us and our God—for if it be true that there is a ſen- 
tence to be executed againſt every evil work—if it be true that an All-holy Being 
cannot hold the guilty as innocent, how is it poſſible but that on account of theſe 
things he muſt be avenged of ſuch a nation as this? Nay, are not his judgments 
already on the earth, to vilit the wickedneſs of ſuch as dwell upon it? And if we 
have hitherto experienced the divine partiality and eſcaped them, do they not 
approach us nearer and nearer? Is not the rod of God's Anger held up, and 
who knows how ſoon we may be ſmitten? Is not the point of his fword ſet- 


againſt us? Is it not made bright and wrapt up for the laughter? 
x At 


* Should the Preacher be here reminded that he has loſt ſight of the rules to which he adverted in his Preface, that 
he has deviated into thoſe common-place generalities which his text will not warrant, and which the Authorities he 
has quoted would condemn—his Apology is, the peculiar ſolemnity and eccaſion of the Day—He is addreſſing an Au- 
dience called by ſupreme Authority to“ l themſelves before Almighty God, and to ſend up their ee and ſup- 
plications for averting thoſe heavy judgments which their manifold fins and provoc ations had moſt juſtly deſerved“ 
The nature then, and enormity of theſe fins was a conſideration above all ſtrongly to be preſſed upon the conſcience— 
but another object of his diſcourſe was to ſet in a true point of view thoſe plauſible arguments which deſigning men in- 
duſtriouſty propagate to render the preſent necelfary war unpopular, drawn from the miſcries attendirg it, and from 
its ſuppoſed oppoſition to the precepts of peace and forbearance contained in the Goſpel. Now it may be no eaſy matter 
to find out a Text that woul comprehend both theſe objects in a ſimple and natural Diviſion of its parts. Beſides, 
though le Signal de reliicment may be here a little too long Kept out of view, it will be found to return again by and bye 


+ Ezech. xxi. 15, 
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At leail, if unaffected by ſuch conſiderations and incapable of applying them 
to ourſelves, ſhall not the examples of Others, and the recent calamitics ?hey 


have experienced, admoniſh and rouſe us Irom our lethargy ? Will they not 
make us reflect how much more awful and dangerous is our ſituation now than 
when we laſt addreſſed you on a ſimilar occaſion? Far be it from me to excite 


in you any unavailing terror or alarm—but alſo let us not diſguiſe or conceal the 
truth. An event has actually taken place, the mere ſuggeſtion of the probability 
of which was not long ſince ridiculed by ſome Politicians and treated as viſionary 
and romantic—A Country whoſe intercſt prompted it to become one of our 
firmeſt Allies, which is diſtinguiſhed in a ſignal manner like ourſelves by the 
bounty of Heaven, and in whoſe defence Nature ſeemed to have raiſed up bar- 
riers inſurmountable, has, however, fallen a Victim to the Sword of the Oppreſ- 
for—Its Prince and his Adherents with the moſt reſpectable part of the Commu- 
nity have fortunately taken refuge with us, but their Fellow-Citizens are left to 
experience all the rigours, all the extortions, all the abuſes that have hitherto 
marked the progreſs of the Encmics' Arms, 


But how account for this extraordinary event? How reconcile it to the 
ideas we form of Divine Juſtice? Why ſhould a People who by their horrid 
abominations, their blaſphemies, their murders and exceſſes of every kind 
muſt have provoked the wrath of Heaven, be permitted to ſubdue and over- 
run others to whom ſuch horrors are not to be imputed? Why are the chime- 
rical and extravagant ſchemes of anarchy and infidelity permitted to ſuperſede 
the well-digeſtedlaws and ſalutary regulations of a long-eſtabliſhed Government? 
Why to effect this ſhould the Deity appear to call in Nature to their aid, make 
the very elements co-operate in their favour, and by converting water, as it were, 
into dry land, cauſe that to be the inſtrument of their ruin which was meant ſor 
their chief ſafeguard and defence? My Brethren, there ſeems but one way of 
ſolving all theſe difficulties, viz. that while the Almighty ſuſpends his vengeance 
for a time and permits the workers of iniquity to flouriſh, he makes uſe of them 
as a rod or ſcourge for the chaſtiſement and reformation of others.—It is in this 
view that we ought to regard, the downfal and miſery of Holland And what 
reaſon have we to expect that we ſhall eſcape a ſimilar fate? Were they not 
admoniſhed as well as we? Had they not their Watchmen in Sion to adviſe them 
of their ſtate, to proclaim that the axe was laid to the root of the tree Did not 
their 
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their Miniſters cry aſoud, and /hew the People their tranſgreſſions and their fins g 
Or ſhall we then gain any confidence by entering into a compariſon of our vir- 
tues with theirs? Do you imagine a greater degree of infidelity, licentiouſneſs 
and diſſipation prevailed with them than there does now with us? Was their 
Capital more prolligate, their Court more effeminate ? Did vice and iniquity 
reign more uncontrouled in either? Or were the bulk of the People more luke- 
warm and indifferent to religion than ours? Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were 
Sinners above all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered theſe things? I tell you 


nay ; but except ye repent, ye ſhall all lileuiſe periſh. 


In faq, My Brethren, we have had two days of ſolemn caution already, and if 
we do not obcy this third admonition of Providence, on what ſhall we rely? 
Shall it be on external circumſtances—on the advantage of our inſular ſituation, 
on the wiſdom of our councils, the abundance of our reſources, the ſtrength of 
our Fleets, the zeal of our Commanders or the valour of our Seamen and 
Troops? Hut alas, if God be againſt us, what ſigniſy all theſe ſecondary caules 
of ſupport that arc for us? If the wrath of the Almighty be kindled, yea but a 
little, how ſoon are all human means of defence diſſipated Ii chaff before the 
wind ? If it be actually the ſword of the Lord that is drawn, (and who can doubt 


it) what can be effeQual to make it return into the ſcabbard, but the carneſtneſs 
of our entreaties, and the amendment of our lives? Yes, My Brethren, Prayer 


and Converſionſuch are the two grand objetts that ought to fix your attention, 
and in which the Solemnity of this day ought to terminate. After the example 
of the People of Tſrael, confounded and afflicted at our fins, alarmed at the 
judgments of Heaven, and penetrated with contrition, let us ſay, Wherewith 
ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the High God? O Lord re- 
" buke me not in thine anger, neither chaſten me in thy heavy diſhlea ſure I have 
ſinned, what ſhall I do unto thee, O thou Preſerver of Men *? The anſwer to all 
this God has given us by his Prophet O Man, what doth the Lord require of 
thee but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? Such is 
the only way of ſalvation which the blood of Currst opened for Sinners; and 
ſuch alſo is the way of ſalvation which a God of all mercy ſtill opens for this 


Country. 


Caſt away from you, then, all your tranſgreſſions ; make you a new heart and a 


new ſpirit, for why will you die, O Houſe of Ifrael+? And let no one ſay, *I 
am 


* Micah vi. 6. Pfalm vi. 1. Job vii, 30. + Ezechuel xviti. 31. 
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am diſcouraged in this work, I would ſain begin my reformation if others would 
follow, but of this I deſpair, and why ſhould I alone endeavour to check the 
wrath of Heaven that is levelled againſt ſo many?” · Deſpicable ſubterfuge ! Hy- 
pocritical language — the language of indolence and Eorruption ! What? Muſt 
not all public undertakings whatever receive their beginnings from private Indi- 
viduals? And if every one was reſolved to wait for his Neighbour, would not 
the world remain always the ſame, always equally wicked, or equally inactive? 
Behdes, if you are not acceſſible to the generous motive of contributing to the 
ſalvation of the ſtate, be afletted with the till more important one of contribu- 
ing to the ſalvation of your ſoul—Conſider, this poor Soul, except you repent, 
muſt periſh cverlaltingly—Labour then ſincerely and earneſtly in the great 
work of your Salvation—Who knows but that God may accompany Mr efforts 
with his bleſſing, and that in (caching the wicked his ways, ſinners may be convert- 
ed to him? O, My Brethren, if this day were but to become a general epoch of 
reformation in our manners, to. what might we not aſpire? Heaven appeaſed, 
and the SworD of the Lord returned into its ſcabbard, where are the ſwords of 
"Mz x which the bravery and intrepidity of Britons might not defy? Where 
are che enemies they might not confound, the dangers they might not deſpiſe, 
or the diflicultics they might not ſurmount? If, on the contrary, we are ſo ob- 
iinate as to remain at variance with Him on whom every thing depends, we 
can rely on nothing—or, if we are ſo mad as to place our conſidence ſolely in 
ſecond cauſes, we ſhall not be long in wofully experiencing our error. But if 
we tear God and truſt in him, we. ſhall have nothing to dread from his Crea- 
tures—He who hath delivered us out,of ſo many troubles will ſtill be our refuge 


and ſtrength—he will continue to protect and defend us—he will diſſipate thoſe 


ſtorms which arè ready to burſt over our heads—he give us to expert” 
the truth of this promiſe which he formerly made the Jews; At what inſtant I/ 


ea concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom to pluck up; and to pull 


down and to deſtroy it ; if that nation againſt whom I have pronounced, turn from 


ther evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them}. And at length, 


after having rendered — ſecure and our lives happy, he will ex 
alt us above all ſtorms and terFeſts into thoſe bleſſed regions, where he wil! 
wipe away all tears from our eyes, and where there will be no more death, neither 
forrow, nor crying nor pain. 6 WV 65 

* * Plalm li. 3. + Jeremiah xvili. 5, 8. 
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